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behalf of NGAA RAURU KIITAHI for 
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IN THE MATTER 
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 MINUTE OF CHURCHMAN J

 



 

 

[1] This minute addresses applications for recognition orders between the Kai Iwi 

and Rangitikei rivers.  There are four High Court applications in relation to this area, 

the three listed above and the application in CIV-2017-485-511 (Ngā Wairiki Ngāti 

Apa).  This applicant is currently not represented by counsel. 

[2] In addition to the four applications before the High Court there are also four 

Crown engagement only applications in this area: 

(a) Rakautaua Whenua Tōpū Trust (MAC-01-10-020); 

(b) Rakautaua 1 C Māori Reservation (MAC-01-10-012); 

(c) Ngā Poutama Nui a Awa, Aokehu and Ngāti Taanewai (MAC-01-11-

003); and 

(d) Ngā Hapū o Himatangi (MAC-01-11-004). 

[3] Counsel in CIV-2017-484-183, CIV-2017-485-301 and CIV-2017-485-254 

filed a joint memorandum.  The memorandum confirms that its contents have been 

discussed with the self-represented applicant in CIV-2017-485-511. 

[4] Essentially, the memorandum confirms that there have been some discussions 

between counsel for overlapping applicants and the applicants directly but that these 

are continuing.  There have also been some discussions with overlapping Crown only 

engagement applicants and/or their counsel. 

[5] Although hearings are proposed for areas to the north of the Kai Iwi River and 

south of the Rangitikei River, in relation to the area between these two rivers the 

preferred pathway for all applicants is Crown engagement: 

(a) Further meetings between all of the applicants (i.e. High Court and 

Crown engagement) are required. 



 

 

(b) Meetings are scheduled to occur between these applicants over the 

coming months and a joint meeting is sought with Te Arawhiti early in 

2004 to seek a commitment to direct engagement. 

[6] The memorandum asks that applications relating to the area between the Kai 

Iwi River and the Rangitikei River be adjourned until the June 2024 case management 

conferences and the case management conference scheduled for 14 December 2023 

be vacated. 

[7] Given the current situation as explained in the memorandum, this seems 

sensible and I make the orders accordingly. 
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Churchman J  
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