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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

MINUTE (NO 4) OF CHURCHMAN 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

[1] By joint memorandum of counsel dated 11 April 2023, counsel for the applicants 

whose cases are to be heard in the Group N, Stage 1(a) hearing scheduled to commence on 

6 May 2024 have requested an amendment to the timetable directions set out in my minute 

(No 3) dated 10 November 2022. 

[2] The particular direction that the applicants wish to see varied is the direction that 

submissions on the Pūkenga appointment were to be filed by 11 April 2023. 

[3] The memorandum records that the parties have been engaged in an attempt to agree 

upon the nomination or nominations for the position of Pūkenga and indicate that further 

time is required.  They seek an amendment for the filing of submissions on the appointment 

of a Pūkenga until Monday 12 June 2023. 

Discussion 

[4] As the memorandum acknowledged, the appointment of a Pūkenga is a decision of 

the Court rather than something determined by the parties. 

[5] Having said that, the Court generally consults with the applicant groups in an attempt 

to identify whether there is someone who is accepted by the parties as being appropriate to 

undertake the task. 

[6] The Court is not obliged to seek consensus and, on occasion, it has had to choose 

between a number of different proposed appointees nominated by various different parties. 

[7] The Court encourages the parties to continue their kōrero in the present instance but 

notes that if a consensus cannot be achieved, the parties proposing different applicants will 

need to file a memorandum setting out the reasons for their proposed nominee which the 

Court will then take into account in making an appointment. 



 

[8] I accept that amending the timetable so as to extend the date for filing submissions 

as to a proposed Pūkenga until 12 June 2023 will not adversely affect any party, and 

accordingly grant the application. 

 

 

Churchman J  


