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This summary is provided to assist in the understanding of the Court’s
judgment. It does not comprise part of the reasons for that judgment.
The full judgment with reasons is the only authoritative document. The
full text of the judgment and reasons can be found at
www.courtsofnz.qovt.nz.

In a unanimous decision the Supreme Court has allowed appeals in respect of
costs orders made in the High Court under the Costs in Criminal Cases Act
1967. The four appellants successfully defended charges of conspiracy to
defraud and money laundering. Following their acquittal the High Court made
significant orders in their favour but the Court of Appeal, by a majority,
disallowed costs to two of them and reduced the costs of the other two. The
Supreme Court has held that the trial Judge had not erred in principle in
applying the statute and that the costs order he made should be reinstated.
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