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_____________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTE (NO. 15) OF CHURCHMAN J 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

[1] On 7 May 2021, counsel for the Attorney-General filed a memorandum in this matter.

The memorandum indicated that, as a result of developments in the recently heard Ngā Pōtiki 

proceedings (CIV-2011-485-793), the Attorney-General now considers that it is possible that 

s 5 of the Foreshore and Seabed Endowment Revesting Act 1991 may have altered the common 



law position and achieved a statutory revival of customary interests in some parts of the coastal 

marine area within Te Whanganui ā Ōrotu and the Napier Port and Harbour areas. 

[2] This development represents a change of position in relation to the submissions made

by the Attorney-General at the hearing of this matter.  In particular, it is relevant to the 

application of Ngāti Pārau. 

[3] In these circumstances, it is appropriate that the Attorney-General file further

submissions on this point and that Ngāti Pārau (being the only applicant potentially affected by 

this issue) be given a right of reply. 

Result 

[4] The Attorney-General is directed to file and serve by 5pm Friday, 21 May 2021 further

submissions on the implications of s 5 of the Foreshore and Seabed Endowment Revesting Act 

1991 in relation to the claim in these proceedings by Ngāti Pārau. 

[5] Ngāti Pārau are to file and serve by 5pm Friday, 28 May 2021 any submissions in

reply. 

Churchman J 


