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Timetable to rehearing

[1] I am grateful to counsel for the parties for their memorandum of 28 September
2026, setting out an agreed proposed timetable leading up to the rehearing. Although
Mr Watson, counsel for Ngati Kere Hapii, was not able to get instructions in order to

sign the memorandum he indicated that his client abides by the proposed timetable.

[2]  Accordingly, I direct the following timetable:

Applicants to file supplementary evidence (9 weeks | 14 December 2026
before Rehearing)

Interested parties to file evidence (4 weeks before | 18 January 2027
Rehearing)

Piikenga to file evidence/report (2 weeks before | 2 February 2027
Rehearing)

Applicants to file any reply evidence (2 weeks | 2 February 2027
before Rehearing)

All parties to file notices of cross-examination | 9 February 2027
(including for any witnesses required to be recalled)
(6 days before Rehearing)

All parties to file opening submissions (6 days | 9 February 2027
before Rehearing)

Rehearing commences 15 February 2027

Expert evidence

[3] I invited counsel to consider what, if any, further expert evidence will be filed.
Some parties anticipate supplementary evidence from the experts who gave evidence
in the earlier hearing. Ms Mataira, counsel for the Rangitane Tt Mai Ra Trust,
indicated that her client may wish to file expert evidence for the rehearing, since it did
not do so in the earlier hearing. Once the extent of expert evidence is clear it may be
necessary to discuss whether the experts give evidence sequentially, as Grice J has
directed in the Group N, Stage 1(a) matter (although noting that different issues, as

between the applicants, arise in that proceeding).

Hearing dates

[4] As recorded in my minute of 11 September 2026, three weeks hearing time

have been allocated, being the weeks of 15 and 22 February 2027 and the week of 5—



9 April 2027. As noted in that minute, Ngati Kere Hapt earlier expressed a view that
five weeks hearing time will be necessary. I discussed this with counsel at the CMC
and it was agreed that the parties have leave to raise the question of additional hearing

time again, if necessary, once all evidence has been filed.

Appointment of Pikenga

[5] I confirm the appointment of the Pukenga from the earlier hearing, Dr Robert

Joesph, as continuing for the rehearing.

[6] I discussed with counsel whether it will be necessary to put revised questions
to the Pikenga. I referred to the revised questions directed to the Piikkenga in the
Group N, Stage 1(a) rehearing, currently being heard by Grice J. I am grateful to
Mr Hautapu, who is also involved as counsel in that hearing, who has indicated that
he will circulate those revised questions to counsel for all parties in this hearing. 1
invite the parties to discuss the revised questions and come back to the Court by
20 October 2026 with their views on the revised questions, including any

amendments or additions.

Other matters
Appearance by VMR

[7] I confirmed that it will be possible for counsel to appear at the rehearing by

VMR but ask that if counsel intend to do so they advise the Court in advance.

Interested party

[8] Mr Lyall advised that Ms Sue Taylor, who was the named party on behalf of
Ngai Tumapiihia-a-Rangi ki Motiiwairaka Incorporated in the earlier hearing, has
passed away since that hearing. His client will therefore make an application to make

an appropriate change to the interested party.

GwynJ



