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This appeal concerned the scope of pleadings in defamation cases when the

defendant raises the defence of truth or honest opinion.  The issue was

whether the particulars required to support those defences are confined to

objectively provable primary facts or may include expressions of opinion or

allegations by third parties about or concerning those facts.
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The Supreme Court has held, in agreement with the Court of Appeal, that the

required particulars are confined to objectively provable primary facts.  A

defendant may not plead as a particular the opinion or allegation of a third

party, save when the honesty of an opinion expressed by the defendant is

challenged.
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