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JUDGMENT OF THE COURT

A Leave to appeal is granted (Carter v Attorney-General [2025]

NZCA 677).

B The approved question is whether the Court of Appeal was
correct to dismiss the appeal.

CARTER v ATTORNEY-GENERAL [2026] NZSC 113 [25 August 2026]



REASONS

[1] Leave is granted in general terms, but parties should focus on the two issues
posed in the application—i.e., (1) whether s 18(1)(a) or (h) of Te Ture Whenua Maori
Act 1993 confers jurisdiction over the title claim; and (2) whether s 18(1)(c) confers

jurisdiction over the compensation claim.

[2] Leave is also being granted in Cairns v Mercury NZ Ltd.* That appeal raises

issues overlapping those in the present appeal. The appeals are to be heard together.

[3] Counsel in the two appeals are directed to confer to manage presentation of
written and oral submissions in the most efficient manner possible, including by
preparing a joint issues list. A case management conference is directed for 9.30 am on

Friday, 9 October 2026.
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