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JUDGMENT OF THE COURT
The application for leave to appeal is dismissed.
____________________________________________________________________

REASONS
[1]

The applicant was found liable by a Community Magistrate under infringement

notices issued for various transport-related offences.1 He appealed to the District
Court challenging the jurisdiction of the Court over him because of his status as a
Māori. His appeal was dismissed.2 He then applied for leave to appeal to the High
Court. Again, his arguments were directed to the proposition that the Court did not
have jurisdiction over him. Leave was declined.3
[2]

The applicant then attempted to file in the Court of Appeal an application for

leave to appeal to that Court. The Deputy Registrar declined to accept this application.
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The Deputy Registrar pointed out, in a letter to the applicant, that the decision of the
High Court was final and no further appeal was available.
[3]

The applicant applied for a review of the Deputy Registrar’s decision by a

judge of the Court of Appeal. Brown J upheld the Deputy Registrar’s decision.4 He
noted that a decision of the High Court refusing to give leave for a second appeal is
final and not amenable to appeal to the Court of Appeal.5
[4]

The applicant then filed an application for leave to appeal to this Court against

the decision of Brown J. This Court’s jurisdiction in relation to appeals in criminal
proceedings is governed by s 71 of the Senior Courts Act 2016, which, relevantly,
provides that this Court may hear and determine appeals authorised by Part 6 of the
Criminal Procedure Act 2011. No provision is made in that Part for appeals against
decisions of Court of Appeal judges dealing with a review of a decision of a Registrar
or Deputy Registrar.
[5]

As the Court does not have jurisdiction to hear and determine the application

for leave to appeal, the application is dismissed.
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